
DUTCH ENERGY SEEK

Formation of Oversea Trust
Overcomes Effects of Bel¬

ligerent Blockades.

ITS OPERATIONS INSPIRE
CONFIDENCE ON NATIONS

Economic Life of Holland Vastly
Aided by Efforts of Organization

at Slight Cost.

t/'»rresi«"wl*nee of the Associated Press.

THK HAGUE. Holland. April 15..A
fine example of Dutch energy and de¬

termination, combined with readiness
to meet new conditions, has been

brought to the front in Holland since
the outbreak of the war in the person
of <'ornelis J. K. van Aalst. the or¬

ganizer of the Netherlands Oversea
Trust. This is not a trading concern,

but a national institution founded to

meet and overcome difficulties placed
in the way of Dutch commerce by the
declaration of blockades by the central
F.uropean allies on the one side and
the powers of the triple entente or

the other.
It was found necessary in the first

days of the war crisis to form a cen¬

tral institution to supervise Dutch com¬

merce in order to prevent Holland fall-
ng unwittingly into difficulties which
might involve her in the world con¬

flict. and Mr. van Aalst, who is presi¬
dent of one of the-leading banks of
the Netherlands, consented to under-
: the task of organization.
The efforts of Great Britain and

1 "ratire to prevent goods which they
} -J declared contraband from getting
f<. thoir foes through neutral channels
hr-.d to be met.

Ships Among First Suspected.
. I Mitch ships were among the first

r- a«pected of carrying on this trade, and
the;, were consequently almost always
heid up and searched for absolute or

conditional contraband, which, when
found among their cargoes, was confis¬
cated. The delay and loss were often
very serious for the Dutch merchants.
This matter was taken in hand by

Mr. \an Aalst and his colleagues of
the "N. O. T.." as the new institution
soon became known. Its members
were drawn from the leading: com¬
mercial men, importers, shippers arid
bankers and it was able in a short
time to win the respect and confidence
of the foreign governments, which
soon found they were dealing with a
trustworthy body and permitted the
much-needed raw materials and food¬
stuffs for Holland itself to be taken
through their patrolling lines of war
vessels and brought to. the Nether¬
lands. The sole condition was that
Dutch merchantmen were obliged to
^arry papers showing that the cargoes
were consigned to the Netherlands
Oversea Trust, which stood as guaran¬
tor for the good name and good faith
of the merchants who eventually were
to receive them.

Methods Very Simple.
Success was complete, and Dutch

commerce and industry, which other¬
wise would have been almost entirely
suspended, were kept going practically
without interruption, so that after nine
rr'-nths of war Holland is able to say
that, taken in its broad lines, its eco¬
nomic life has been only to a very
s'iehf degree affected by the hostili¬
ties proceeding on all the frontiers of
the country.
The operative methods of the Nether¬

lands Oversea Trust are very simple
Every would-be importer or exporter
must first apply to the organization,
v hid: inquires into the genuineness of
the business, and. besides demand-
ins bank guaranty, requires proof
th;.t the goods are not being exported
for the account of any person or firm
belonging to a nation at war, or. on
the other side, not being imported to
Holland in order to be sent into any
other country, but purely for consump¬
tion in Holland. The amount of the
bank guaranty, in case of the trader
ior keeping his word, is confiscated.
A !»ody of controllers looks closely
into the eventual destination of the
~nn<ls concerned, and any breach of
tr i't .s quickly known.

Trust Makes No Profit.
*i he cost of the work of the Nether-

lands Oversea Trust, which has done
i< h notable service to Holland during

.he risis. is only one-eighth of 1 per
«nt of th* value of the goods han-

c ed The trust makes no profit, any sur-

s left from the percentage charged
to the national relief funds,

h is not only in connection with the
r rvention of contraband going Into
ierniHny and Austria that the trust Is
ot erned. Germany aluo hag recog¬
nised the utility of working through

and now permits several much-
needed articles to be exported to Hol¬
land. after at first declining to do so
owing to fears that they might get
»nto the hands of her enemies. Tinder
the guaranty of the oversea trust the
rhief of these articles.sugar beet
s^ed.is now allowed free exit from
<*errnany to the Netherlands, snd &
great industry has thus been saved
from temporary destruction.

How He Broke the News.
Tttsb rt* Tmaacrtpt.
"A relative of mine thfut I never saw

before came to the house last night,"
"Never saw before, eW What's his

hsstt*t irot any brrt -w Intend
to- christen him William."

Couldn't Expect Him To.
TWtt tim Boston Trsnsertx*.
uay-Tm aTraia yoo 1!X» -wortc,

my rood mm
Trun»-Bv* kta I. many? WorVi

¦wrrt ktlUd my poro -wit*.
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LITTLE PAL.he Hears From Tom. .by Leo.

you say ToM sailed
yesterday - foe- i
london ? vjell-that5
TOO bao - i wanted to
PAY him tm' ten dollars

1 owe Him i

(Solly- Tom's a great
fella! hes" always
tellwg me i OUGHTA
get married again-
advice is CHEAP )

T

otmt ai vnv.
\ m5m\se vquto
set kimlrved avid
settle vjp

to*a

REAL VIEWS IN REPLY '

TO NOTES IN HAMPERS-
Petrograd Woman Adopts Plan of

Sounding Sentiment of Sol¬
diers at Front. 1

Oorrespooden-e of the Assolatfd Pr**s.

PETROGRAD, April 12..More than,
300 letters from Russian soldiers have
reached a prominent Petrograd woman

in response to a note which she In¬
closed in a large number of hampers of
food which she sent to the front a few
weeks ago. She had expressed a desire
to get some letters from the front
which would show what the ordinary
Russian soldier really thought. Instead
of the stereotyped letters of thanks
[with which the soldiers ordinarily
acknowledge gifts from persons of

higher social station. Accordingly, she
signed the notes which she inclosed!
with the names of her three maid serv-j
ants, making: it appear us If these
young women had slipper! the notes
into the hampers surreptitiously. The
receivers were asked to reply to these!
maid servants and to tell them howi
they were faring in the war.
The plan worked well. Fifty of the.

replies are to be published in book form!
shortly. Several soldiers replied in
verse. Several made love in pretty, fan-!
ciful style. Only one letter out of thej
whole number was offensive.

Sends Pen Picture of Self.
A Cossack sent the following pen-

picture of himself:
"I want to tell you what a Cossack

looks like. He is not handsome, no, in¬
deed! Yet he looks like an eagle, and
whether the foe he meets be German)
or Austrian, he will beat him like an
eagle. A Cossack is small but brave.
Small Is the grain of gold, yet of great
value. So is the Cossack, in his gray
coat and waist held tightly in a leather
belt. However hot the firing, he will
not drop his gun, but will ride his
brave horse and arrive in time, wher¬
ever he may be sent."
A ecout tells of a reconnolssance

from which he has Just returned, "the
moon shining as clear ns if it were

daylight and the Germans firing at us
constantly and doing us much harm."
He adds:
"Let my letter fly from the German

land, to the.metropolitan town. I bow
to you, sister Katlnka. [ am a hero
from the River Don* fighting for our
religion, and our country. Tou and
your friends listen to the holy bells
calling the Christians to service. "VVe
hear here only the roar of the cannon
and the rattle of the German machine
guns."

Wants Pair of Trousers.
FYom Orenburg comes a prettily

worded appeal for a pa r of trousers:
"My Dear Friend Katla: T hasten to'

Inform you that I am in good health
and aJl is flourishing with me. 1 am

well, and my horse is well, and for you
I wish the same good health, and accept
my deep devotion, and let me bow to
you. Against my will, tears coursed
down my creeks as I read your letter.
"I have a humble request to make of

you. I do not ask for tobacco, for I do
not smoke. But, if such be your kind¬
ness, pray send me an olrl pair of rid¬
ing trousers, of which I am very much
1n need. If you have a divine spark or
love for the soldiers who are defending
their country, do not refuse what
ask."
One of the letter?- In poetry is roughly

translated as follows:
Greet!nz from ;tl! the L+ro soMIth!
We uliail end th<- war iti ftlort
For tr>«- TtUH*laii «-o]«>r*.
Ami through wtreet, of RerMn
Shall inarch th»- Uu**i:tu i eg in*'u g
With the giant »t their

The "Giant ' is a favorite soldier's!
name for the Grand Duke Nicholas.

Notified of Committee Assignment.
D. W. Gall, who was elected repre-

scntaUve of the Maccabees of the Dis-
trict of Columbia to the supreme con-

ventlon of the order which meets in
San Francisco shortly, has been noti¬
fied of his appointment as a member
of the committee on mileage and per
diem of that body. It is «;«ul to be tlie
first time in the history of the organ¬
ization that lie District of Columbia
has been thus recognized.

Unnecessary Effort.
From Life.
His Wife.This paper says an army

of J00,000 men has wrecked a railroad
in Belgium.
Railroad Magnate- What a waste of

energy! A board of five directors could
have done it just as thoioughly.

'f

FARM LABOR IS SHORT
IN ENGLISH COMMUNITIES
Women Are Taking Place of Men in

Lighter "Work.Colleges
Teaching Them.

Correspondence of the Associated Pre**.

I,ONDOX. April 20..The shortage in
farm labor In England is causing- in¬
creasing unrest in agricultural circles.
It is generally recognized, moreover,
that the scarcity of labor, emphasized
as it has been by the brisk recruiting
in rural districts, will remain a vexed
problem after the war.
Generally speaking, the shortage of

labor is felt in every agricultural com¬
munity in the United Kingdom, and in
many cases it has compelled a change
in farming methods.
In some sections the scarcity of farm

hands is not so serious as the lack of
horses. The lack of male labor isbeing filled, so far as possible, by the
use of female and child labor. In thedairy and in the tare of small stock it
is likely that male labor will be almost
entirely dispensed with. Much of the
lighter field work also is being done
by women, and In the market garden¬
ing districts they may be seen in largenumbers at such tasks as weeding and
setting plants. On some of the smaller
holdings they have even undertaken
the rougher work of plowing and cul¬
tivating.

Teaching- the Women.
Some of the agricultural colleges

have organized short courses of in¬
struction for women who are willing
to enter farm work. A college in
Shropshire which has just completed
its first course of this nature had more
applicants than It could accommodate.
The course of instruction includes
milking, dairy work, live stock, poul¬
try, preparation of the land, use of
tools, planting and cultix*ation. The
course requires eight hours* work dailylor fourteen days.
Wages throughout the farming dis¬

tricts have advanced sharply, the aver¬
age increase being a dollar weekly.

To the Scrap Heap at Forty?
From th* Kansas City Times.
"To the Star (Kansas City); lam forty

years old arid feel that I ant just get¬
ting started in life. Rut all this stuff
a bout 'old age' getting Johnson at
thirty-eight, and the Antarctic explor¬
ers regarding men of thirty-five as
decrepit, sort of gets me. Am I on the
way to the scrap heap?"
You are, you are! You wouldn't have

th«* slightest show on earth to lick
.less Willard, or to make the,record in
the 100-yard dash or to win, a tennis
championship (though Larned was
champion after fprtyg, or tot do spec¬tacular pole vaulting, or tp get a job
on the packers or to do any one of a
hundred things ydu l/ad in .mind to do
when you were twenty.* Ycfu might as
well admit it ancfc ma»ke your mind
to it. You are on Uic way«to the ageof the lean and sjippyred,pantaloon.The only thing left yyu is to make
the best of it. There a.r'e a Tew triflingopportunities still o'pen.' Men have
been known even arbove the advanced
age of forty to do, a little something in
medicine, the law, Ijusiqess and such.
The framers of the Constitution

thought enough of the aged and infirm
to Uar persons belcPw thirty-five from
the presidential otlice. This may have
been due to the fact, that most of the
members of the convention were well
on m years and were jealous of youth.
At the same time it has to be admit¬

ted that a modicum of fame is still
possible even at the age when one can
no longer hope to become champion
pugilist of the world artd wear an
American flag about one's waist. II.
Harriman was hardly heard of before
he was forty, and he began his great
work, the reorganization of the Union
Pacific, at fifty-two. Cromwell never
saw an army until he was forty-three.
Grant was a clerk in a store at thirty-
nine. Woodrow Wilson became presi¬
dent of Princeton at forty-six. Sir
William Osier himself would never
have been heard of if he had died at
forty, while Gladstone did not intro¬
duce the first home rule bill until he
had reached something like maturity
at seventy-seven.

If you can reconcile yourself to let¬
ting tlio youngsters win the athletic
championships, starve at the north pole
and g«'i killed in {he trenches, yod
may still find the opportunity to live a

fairly useful and happy life for thirty
or forty years longer.

. .

Cheap Stuff.
from th«» Ronton Transcript.
xell.You say you saw her wedding

j gifts. How was her silver marked?
Uelle.From the looks of it X should

[say it was marked down.

gi

Rear-End Collision on B. & 0.
Passenger train Xo. 3 7»n the Metro¬

politan branch of the Baltimore and
Ohio railroad collided with the rear
car of a freight train near the tower at
Rhode Island avenue northeast about
1^:30 o'clock this morning. Two cars
were slightly damaged, hut nobody
was hun.

HARBOR OF HAMBURG i
IS DESOLATE CONTRAST

One of the Busiest Seaports in All
the World Now Pitiful Picture

of War's Work.

Correspondence of tlie Associated Press.

AMSTERDAM, April 15..A vivid pic¬
ture of Hamburg and its fine harbor in
war times is given by the Tagliche
Rundschau.
In normal times it is one of the

busiest seaports in the world, "the com¬
merce-laden shipping- thronging the
docks and the broad face of the Kibe,
funnels smoking, sirens shrieking, ma¬
chinery creaking, life swarming around
the wharves and storage houses."
Now. however, says the writer, the

harbor of Hamburg is desolate. "The
gull& search in vain for their food, the
thickest fog calls forth no warning
signals, the cold spring sunshine falls
ori 110 smoke or rushing steam, the
gates of the great bonded stores are
closed and grass grows in the flagged
courts.

No Sailors to Be Seen.
"In the pre-war days all roads led to

the harbor. Now these roads are deso¬
late, and only a wanderer here and
there denotes that some isolated indi¬
vidual still takes an interest in the
vast area of the harbor. Wherever one
looks the hulls of huge vessels and
their gaunt smokestacks are seen, thick
steel cables fastening them to anchors)in the Elbe mud or to the shore. Not a
flag or pennant flutters from their
mastheads, not a solitary sailor gazeslover their sides, 110 call conies from
an officer on the bridge. Here and
there you see an old sailor on deck as
caretaker. His younger companions
are all away at the war.
"It is sad to look at those giant bulks

with the paint peeling off them. You
look at their names and are sorrowful.
Over there is a magnificent South
American liner, an imposing colossus
with her three funnels. , There was a
time when she proudly sailed down the
Kibe to the ocean, her bands playing,
thousands on shore waving her their
adieus. Now she lies still as the grave,
fastened immovably by her iron chains.

Forests of Lifeless Ships.
"On the other side of the river, at
Kuhwarder, lie the serried ranks of
the Hamburg* American liners, tier on
tier of them, their sides' scraped and
unsightly. We are told that they are
all that managed to get home in time.
In other great docks and along stretch¬
es of quay are the tall, graceful masts
of the sailing ships, dry forests of
them, dead forests without a sign of
life.
"But behind the waterways and in

many other places a thousand machines
and grinding wheels are singing a song
of busy preparation. In the great docks
and shipbuilding yards tfiere is a

mighty hammering piercing the still¬
ness of the harbor. From countless

chimneys smoke and compressed steam
issue forth day and night. Secretly, |
mysteriously awakening: terror, this)
goes on. contrasting curiously with;
the deadly stillness of the stream.
One's thoughts go forth to the coasts
of England and to what will happen
there soon as a result of the activities
behind those high bulwarks and in re-i
mote corners of the town. One looks
and listens and remembers that curi¬
osity is out of place here."

Wellington's Height.
From the Manchester Guardian.
To think of the Duke of Wellington

as a little man is almost as difficult as

to think of Napoleon as a big one. Yet
a heated controversy occupies the cor¬

respondence columns of the Spectator
as to whether there was much to choose
in height bptween the two. The duke
was "very little, if at all, taller than
Napoleon, '

says the writer of an article
in a late issue, and recently a sur-jprising number of people who knew!
the duke or lived as children with some
one who was his intimate friend hasten!
to rebut the attack on his inches. The J
belittling school quote Thomas <*ar-
lyle. whose eye for physical character¬
istics was a keen one. and who de¬
scribed the duke in 1S50 as "a shortish,
sliglitish man." But the duke was get¬
ting old. then, and the stoop that
marked«J^m even as a young man may
have increased. The people who will
not have him less than medium height
have better evidence to go on. One ot
them lived "in constant association

with him" till she Vas eighteen, at th«
house of the parents of another he wa*
a "constant visitor." a third frequently
saw hini riding in the park, and all
claim 5 feet 9 inches or more for him
It is a curious thing that while the
stature of Julius t'aesar, for instance,
is not in dispute, we should be in doubt
about that of so comparatively recent
a hero as Wellington.

Stricken in Street. Dies.
Rebecca Thomas, colored, flfty-fl\e

years old. 2031 F street northwest, hsd
a hemorrhage of the lungs yesterday
morning while at 21st and it street*
northwest. She died while being con-
veyey to Emergency Hospital. A
certificate of death from natural causes
was sriven.
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The entire opera of Aida on
17 Columbia Double-Disc
Records.recorded in Milan by
Italian artists.75 cents each!

\r
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Grafonola
and Records

the Easy Way
Payments arranged to

suit you. Our easy owner¬

ship plan makes it possible.
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the Entire Opera
At last the complete opera of Aida I
This great work has been executed by
renowned Ttalian artists, and to in-
iiure correctness the entire series was

recorded in our Milan (Italy) labora¬
tory. Ask your dealer today to play-
any of these wonderful records for you.
From overture to finale.IT double-
disc carrying S* selections. Here is

your opportunity ! Hear them !

Here is the completeAidascore. 17records.34 selections:

E 1838

E 1837

E 1838

r (1) OVERTURE. Grand Milan Orehaetra.
E 1934 ACT I.

(2) ROMANZA Radamea.) Coleete Aida, tenor.
(3) DUET (Amneris and Radamee). Quale Inaolita |ioia.
Mezzo-soprano and tenor.

E 1835 (4) TRIO (Aida, Amnerie and Radamee). Vlenl, 0 diietta,
appreaoatl. Soprano, mezao-eoprano and tenor.

fB) SCENE AND CONCERTEO PtECt. Su del Nllo.
Soprano, mezzo-aoarano, tenor, baritone, base 8s chorus.

(6) ARIA (Aide-. Parti. Rftorna Vlncltor. Soprano.
(7) ARIA (Aide). Part II. I sacri nam!. Soprano.
(8) CONSECRATION SCENE. Poseente. Phtho. Soprano,

base and ehorue.
(8) SACRED DANCE OF PRIESTESSES. Grand Milan

CIO) CONCERTED FINALE. Numa Custodl e vindtce.
Soprano, tenor, baae and cborue.

ACT II.
(11) SCENE CAnmerle and Chortle). Vleni Sol Crtnti pio-

E 1888 vino. Mesa-soprano and chorue.
(12) OANCE OF MOORISH SLAVES. Grand Milan Band.
(13) SCENE AND DUET (Amneris and Aide). Part I. Fu

E 1968 la sorte deU'armi. Soprano and meczo-eaprano.
(14) SCENE AND DUET (Amaerle and Alde^. Part II.

Ebbenqual nuovo fremito. Soprano and Mezzo-soprano.
(15) SCENE AND DUET Amneris and Aida). Part III.

Pieta ti orends. Soprano and mezzo^obrano.E 1990 (18 SCENE AND DUET Amnerls and Aida Part IV
Alia pompa che e'appresta. Soprano, mezzo-soprano
and chorus.

f (171 GRAND MARCH. Grand Milan Band.E 1991 (18; ENTRANCE OF AMONASRO. Quett' asslsa ch'lo
vesto. Baritone.

f19) GRAND CONCERTED FINALE. Part I. Ma tu o Re.
Soprano, mezzo-soprano, tenor. baritone, base and chorus

E 1992 (20) GRAND CONCERTED FINALE. Part II. Gloria all*
Egitto. Soprano, mezzo-soprano, tenor, baritone, bass
and chorus.

ACT III

f (21) PRAYER AND CHORUS. O tu che sel dOsiride.
E 2325 Mezzo^oprano, bass and chorus.

<22) ROMANCE (Aida -. O ciell azzuri. Soprano.
23) DUET'Amonaaro and Aida). Parti. Rlvedrai le foreete

E 2028 Imbabamate. Soprano and baritone.
) (24) DUET (Amonasro and Aida^. Part II. In arm! ora al

desta il popol nostra. Soprano and baritone.
(25) DUET (Aide and Radames Part I. Pur tl rivegge.

E 2027 Soxano and tenor.
1 (28) DUET (Aida and Radamee:. Part II. Fuggiamo |llardor! Inoepiti. Soprano and tenor.
[ (2D DUET (AHte and Radames Part III. Si fuggiam da

E 2028 { queate mara. Soprano and tenor.
1 (28) FINALE. Dl Napata le gole. Soprano, tenor, baritone.

ACT IV.
f (29) DUET 'Amneris and Radames .. Part I. Gia I aaeer-

dotl adunansi. Mazzo-soprano and tenor.
E 2085 (30) DUET Amneris and Radamosi. Part II. Mlsero

Applen mifeatl. Mezzo-soprano and tenor.
(31) JUDGMENT SCENE. Part I. Spirto del Nume. Met-

E 2098 zo-ao?rano. base and chorus.
(32) JUDGMENT SCENE. Part II. Radames e declso II

tuo fato. Mezzo-eosrano bass and chorus.
33' SECOND SCENE ^Radames Morir, si pura e belle.

E 2097 Tenor.
34^ FINAL DUET Aida and Radames. O terra addio.

Soprano and tenor.

Aak your dealer for the latest Columbia Record Supplement and the big 428*page Record Catalog.
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